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CHAPTER III

CLOUDS AND  CLOCD-PROGNOSTICS.

IN this chapter we propose to discuss the nature of clouds
by first explaining their origin and the varying conditions
tinder which they are formed.

This will lead to a classification of their different
shapes and forms, and give us a certain insight into the
varying velocity and direction of the upper currents of
the atmosphere. But when we come to the more modern
developments of cloud-knowledge, we shall have to con-
sider the relation of clouds to the great areas of high and
low pressure, which we have already described as cyclones
and anticyclones.

Some of this we have already seen in our chapter OB
prognostics, where we showed that different kinds of
cloud are characteristic of different portions of cyclones,
etc. But in this chapter we will explain how, from a
study of cloud-motion in the upper strata, we are enabled
to discover much about the real nature of the circula-
tion of the air in the different shapes of isobars. In the
course of our remarks, we shall explain incidentally
both the meaning and value of the older cloud-lore, and